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Virgin Islands Archivists visit
Microfilming firm



Visit to Microfilming Firm

Government Archivist Christopher Varlack and Chief Records Management
Officer Verna Penn-Moll visited the Puerto Rican based Professional Microfilm
Imaging Inc. towards the end of 2007, to observe its operations and the capabilities of its
equipment. As a result, some basic equipment to set up a Micrographics section in the
ARM Unit was ordered in December. The intention is to recruit 2 persons to be trained
in micrographics in order to tackle the long-term preservation of records now more that
50 years old. Recruitment is, of course, dependent on whether the 2008 Budget will
approve the implementation of such an initiative.

Why are we taking the Microfilm route? Is that not
an outdated form of preservation??

Microfilming is still being considered for preserving records in this era of computers and
digitization. Two of the world’s leading National Archives still use microfilm as the
safest form of long term records preservation today despite the great strides in computer
technology and digitization. They are the National Archives (TNA) of the UK and the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) of the United States. Because of
that we are able to access Virgin Islands records dating back to the 1600s preserved on
microfilm in the UK.

Here are some specific reasons in favour of microfilming:
e Microfilm is a low-cost, reliable, long-term standardized image storage medium

e The equipment needed to view microfilm is simple, consisting of light and
magnification.

¢ The medium has a life-expectancy of hundreds of years

e Digital images, on the other hand, consist of a wide variety of machine codes that
require computer hardware and software to be made visible.

e Digital images are easily lost especially when migrating them from obsolete
hardware

e The cost of maintaining microfilm is small compared with that of digital images.



e Microfilm only needs shelving in a cool, dry place for a very long period of time.

e Microfilming is appropriate for records which are too fragile to handle
frequently

e For permanently valuable records, microfilm is the best storage medium

Microfilm is a unique backup medium because it can be read by the eye, and like paper
can be viewed by anyone with a light source and magnifier. Today's technology makes it
possible to easily digitize information from your microfilm for viewing and convenient
distribution over computer networks, fax equipment and other types of devices.

What about digitizing?

Digital images may prove valuable for immediate access to facilitate the delivery of
frequently requested items. Therefore all accountable organizations should be
committed to keeping up with the digital technology and applying it experimentally;
with newer records especially since most government information is now being created
electronically. The electronic medium is ideal for disseminating information about
archives, for example, catalogues, indexes, calendars etc.

Records Management
Appraisal Update

We regret to announce that the ‘records appraisal’ project had to be halted because of
the lack of an appropriate space in which to work. The temporary records centre (at
McNamara) needs extensive repairs to the ceiling and roof, and working in the
Basement of the Central Administration Building is affecting the health of officers. Early
repairs to the McNamara facility are dependent on the availability of funding between
now and March 2008.

Annual Review of Files and File Census

Permanent Secretaries, Heads of Departments and all Records Personnel are reminded
of DGO CIRCULAR NO. 1 OF 2007 outlining the details and giving directions on
conducting the annual review of files. The Circular should be in the Red RM Binder. If
you need a copy it can also be accessed online. Please call the ARMU at ext. 3044 or 2564
or email Christopher Varlack at cvarlack@gov.vg for details on how to obtain a copy.
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Out reach Activity

History award initiative gets accolades

The Deputy Governor, Mr. Elton Georges and visiting Consultant Mr. Kelvin Smith of
the International Archives and Records Management Trust presented five persons and
organizations with awards totalling $2000 for their work submitted to the History
Research Initiative. The awardees were the Elmore Stoutt High School Drama Society,
the St Williams Catholic Church, Mrs Janice George-Harris, Mr Justin Hodge and the
Carrot Bay Progressive Committee.

The Deputy Governor thanked all who made the initiative the success that it was,
especially the judges and the participants. He appealed to the public to participate in the
2008 programme, which will be announced in the New Year.

The programme is an initiative of the Archives Unit to illustrate the value of Archives in
the society, to encourage Virgin Islanders to do more history research and to present it
in various forms of written and oral expression. A committee headed by Dr. Patricia
Turnbull of the ad hoc Archives Committee interviewed the participants and judged
their submissions. A detailed report on the reviews and interviews is available for
reference upon request.

Concerns raised by researchers

Maurice Donovan emphasized the difficulty of doing research here when compared to
holdings in other locations. Individuals in organizations and most Government offices
selfishly hold documents as if they personally own them. He urged the Archives Unit to
acquire documents for public use which some offices are currently hoarding.

Mrs. McAnaney of the St. Williams Catholic Church would like to get advice from the
Archives Unit on how to preserve their old documents.

Mrs. George Harris bewails the absence of local history in the school curriculum and the
failure to focus on the value of research throughout the education system.

Mr. Justin Hodge applauds the Archives Unit for recognizing the value and role of
artistes and researchers in nation-building.



INFORMATION INDUSTRY NEWS
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Public Sector Information

Operating from within The National Archives, the Office of Public Sector Information
(OPSI) is at the heart of information policy, setting standards, delivering access and
encouraging the re-use of public sector information. OPSI provides a wide range of
services to the public, information industry, government and the wider public sector
relating to finding, using, sharing and trading information.

The new organization, under the banner of The National Archives, is raising the stakes
in information management across government. Strong information management is
essential for the effective working of government, providing excellent services, joined-
up policy making, and strengthening public confidence and trust. The National
Archives, through its merger with OPSI, has expertise across the information
management spectrum and is well placed to lead this agenda. In supporting better
information management, the National Archives will continue its work in preserving
history for future generations.

Archives/Records Consultant Visited, Dec 13-23, 2007

Mr. Kelvin Smith from the International Archives and Records Management Trust was
engaged to develop a proposal for a dedicated archives building and an integrated
archives and records management programme in the Virgin Islands. The main areas for
consideration in the proposal are: governance and implementation structures for the
records and archives management programme; a dedicated archives building, including
site, design, cost, phases, services, equipment and staff; and a records centre for inactive
records, including policies and procedures, control systems, staff, and training.

Mr. Smith who is a Consultant with the National Archives for 40 years is the honourary
secretary of the Commonwealth Archives and Records Managers Association. He travels
extensively, and advises on archives projects in African and Asian-Pacific countries. We
are looking forward to his proposal/report.

Virgin Islands Archivists visited Antigua Archives

On Friday, November 9, 2007, Chief Records Manager Verna Penn Moll and
Government Archivist Christopher Varlack visited the Antigua Archives, one of the few
purpose built archives repositories in the Eastern Caribbean States. The objective was to



see a functioning repository in action, to observe the scale of accommodation and use of
space, staffing and training, services and programmes.

Feed Back

“It gives me great pleasure to reflect on the undying effort of the Deputy Governor’s
Office and the National Archives and Records Management Unit. You have made a vital
step in allowing the public to participate in nation building through research.”

Justin Hodge.

“l extend sincere gratitude to the Archives Unit Initiative 2007 for recognition of my
work, "Holiness Our Heritage". Congratulations are in order to the staff and committee
members who worked diligently in making the Virgin Islands History Award initiative
a resounding success... "Without a vision, the people perish." Your vision has become
the impetus for winds of change -a change in the way we view and value our history,
our heritage.” Inspired, Janice George-Harris

“The Elmore Stoutt High School Drama Society thanks the Archives Unit Initiative 2007
for recognizing our production of "Anansi". It is gratifying to know our efforts were
appreciated and that we have contributed to this historical event.” ESHS.

Quote for Today

"The National Archives, UK is well known and highly regarded for the work we do in
safeguarding and illustrating British history. However, doing this requires us to be a lot
more than just a historical government archive”. Natalie Ceeney, Chief Executive,

Friends of the Archives

The objective of the Friends is to provide financial and other support as required to the
National Archives. Please become involved today!

V. Penn Moll, Editor

National Archives and Records Management Unit

Deputy Governor’s Office

Upstairs Burhym (Civil Registry) Building

49 de Castro Street, Road Town, Tortola

Virgin Islands VG 1110

Tele: 1284 468 2365; Fax 468 2582 Email: VPenn-Moll@gov.vg
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