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Winning the Victoria Cross Award,
Shipwrights, Boats, Captains and
Sailors

The
Victoria

Cross

We Salute Our Heroes In
Black History Month!




Winning the Victoria Cross Award

On the 24th June 1867, Private Samuel Hodge of the 4th West
Indian Regiment was presented with the Victoria Cross medal in British Honduras (now
Belize), nearly one year after the merited action . He was born in Tortola in the British Virgin
Islands and was the first soldier of African descent to receive the award He never fully
recovered from his wounds and died less than seven months after receiving his medal. His
remains lie in an unmarked grave in Belize Military Cemetery. It is believed that Hodge’s
medal was buried with him

However, every year in Jamaica, Private Hodge along with William Gordon, the only other
black recipient of the award, is honoured. In the Virgin Islands, Hodge was honoured by being
included in the Millennium stamp series in 2000. Further research on Private Hodge is
continuing.

The Action: On 30 June 1866 at Tubabecelong, near the River Gambia, West Africa, at the
storming and capture of the stockaded town, Private Hodge and another man, who was
afterwards killed, volunteered to hew down the stockade. After the Colonel had effected an
entrance, Private Hodge followed him through the town, opening with his axe two barricaded
gates and so allowing the support troops to enter. On reaching the other side of the town
Private Hodge was acclaimed as the bravest man in the regiment, but he was very severely



wounded. He later achieved the rank of Lance-Corporal. Details of the award are recorded in
the London Gazette, 4th January 1867.

The Origin: The Victoria Cross was instituted by Royal Warrant of Queen Victoria on 29th of
June 1856. It is awarded to "those officers or men who served us in the presence of the enemy
and that shall have performed some single act of valour or devotion to the country.”The
decoration consists of a bronze Maltese Cross, which, until 1942, was made from the metal of
Russian guns captured at Sebastopol, in the Crimean War. It is worn with a red ribbon by
recipients in the army and with a blue ribbon for recipients in the Navy.

VIRGIN ISLANDS SHIPWRIGHTS, BOATS,
CAPTAINS AND SAILORS

The shipwrights, captains and sailors of the Virgin Islands were regarded as some of the most
ingenious in the world. They ploughed the seas of the Caribbean and beyond and conducted
high profile cargo traffic in neighbouring islands and as far away as Santo Domingo, Haiti,
Cuba and Jamaica.

In fact as far back as the 1774 a Tortola Commercial Fleet engaged in a roaring inter-Colonial
trade even before slavery was abolished in 1834. The fleet, owned by Virgin Islanders and
crewed by slaves later consisted of 51 sloops, schooners and scallops sailed to Jamaica,,
Antigua, Barbados, Dominica, St. Eustatius , Curacao, Philadelphia, New York, Newfoundland,
Baltimore; with cargoes of Lignum Vitae, boards, bread and flour, candles, codfish., shingles,
meats, rum etc...

Below are the bare bones of continuing research on these heroes: Boat Captains. Shipwrights
will follow in the next issue. We are building databases on subjects of national historical
significance for future reference. We are therefore soliciting the assistance of the general public
with this task. We need you, the relatives, friends and acquaintances of these heroes to help us
fill in the blanks. Please call or email the Unit with any pertinent information.




Captains of SLOOPS AND SCHOONERS

Anegada

Ira Smith
Ludvick Varlack
Ozorio Norman

Lansewell Vanterpool

Lincoln Vanterpool
Emilio Vanterpool
Elbert Vanterpool
Ogeste George

Cooper Island

Cornelius Leonard

Jost Van Dyke
Wallace Chinnery

Salt Island
Clarence Smith
Norwell Durante
Virgin Gorda
Everad Smith
Osmond Stevens
Elvin Flax
Godfrey George
Howard O’'Neal

Central Tortola
Baughers Bay

Ernest Pickering
Walter Malone

Road Town
Carlton de Castro

Eastern Tortola

Claremond Floyd Davies (24/5/1888 -

3/9/1968)

Haldane Davies (3/11/1916+
Carris Penn (17/.3/.1906 — 17/2/1986)

Adolph Penn

Milford Chalwell (20/6/1906 — 12/4/1966)
Edward Frett (16/5/1912 - 11/6/1992)

Augustus Alexander, Ivan and Maxwell
Lettsome

Evermond Rabsatt (14/12/1914 +)

Gad Malone (20/8/1915 -4 /10/1944)
Fritz Penn

Victor Penn

Dennis Potter (5/6/1905- 5/1959)

Joseph Smith (17/5/1900 -11/11/1988)
Warren Smith

Herman Thomas (28/12/1929 +)

Bim Thomas (James Osmond Thomas) 1868-
1952)

Milton Thomas (26/3/1869-28/8/1938)
Anthony Stoutt

Wattley Thomas

Garnett Wheatley

Northern and Western Tortola
Rudolph Hodge

John Hodge

Bristol Frazer

Monroe (“Sonny”) Henley

Warren Stoutt

Owie Scatliffe

Captains of MOTOR/SAIL
BOATS
Anegada

Kenneth Faulkner

Baughers Bay
Ernest Pickering
Road Town
Wendell Parsons
Ira Smith

Eastern Tortola
Reynold Osmond Davies
Ebert Lettsome

Basil Penn, Jr.

Glanville Chalwell
Western Tortola
Warren Stoutt



Records Management

1. All Departments and Units should have in their possession a copy or copies of the
Records Management Procedures Manual. Both hard copies and electronic (PDF)
copies were delivered to all government users. Copies could also be downloaded
from the Deputy Governor’s website.

2. RM Training modules for a) New recruits and b) Administrative records
personnel, are being developed in conjunction with the Training Division

3. RM Seminars with staffs of individual Records Offices will continue as time
allows. Two such seminars were recently conducted with the ES High School and
Ministry of Education.

Outreach: Community participation
and awareness

1. DG’s History Awards Programme 2008:

The theme is: “Historical Sites in the Virgin Islands”. The purpose of the
programme is to promote, encourage and recognise local history research in the Virgin
Islands. The general public is invited to list historical sites in a particular locality and to
do an in-depth research study on one of the sites. Sites may be on land or at sea, and
may cover any subject or period, such as ecclesiastical, naval, plantation, or pre-
plantation. Application forms and guidelines are available from the Help Desk, DGO
and the Archives Unit., Tele: 468-3701 ext. 2365, 3044 or 2562.

2.Interactive research on Heritage topics: Persons are encouraged to call

or write in information relating to the Unit’s on-going research projects.

3. Microfilm reader Use: Researchers wishing to search the microfilm

collection are reminded to make bookings at least 24 hours in advance as there is only
one microfilm reader and space is very tight.

4. Microfilm additions: We have just received Virgin Islands Original
correspondence dating from 1711- 1872.



Quote for Today

“The prime occupation, therefore, must be with maximising the traditional boating,
repair and other skills into genuine growth paths for the indigens, so that Virgin
islanders could leap forward into the 21stCentury with confident response and pride.”

- 1987

“The latest technologies and gadgets make it incredibly easy for your data to be stolen
from right under your nose, unless you take steps to protect it.”
- Nick Lowe, Records Management Society.

Friends of the Archives

The objective of the Friends is to provide financial and other support as required to the
National Archives. Please become involved today!

National Archives and Records Management Unit

Deputy Governor’s Office

Upstairs Burhym (Civil Registry) Building

49 de Castro Street, Road Town, Tortola

Virgin Islands VG 1110

Tele: 1284 468 2365; Fax 468 2582 Email: VPenn-Moll@gov.vg
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